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provinces. One of these, the Buides, captured the capital in 945 and seized temporal power. They built several palaces but the city suffered from the continual struggles between the two Islamic factions of the Sunnites and Shiites, not to mention the rivalry between the various members of the Buides family. Caliph Al Kaim's vizier had to appeal for help to Toghrul Beg, the leader of the Seljuk Turks, who occupied the town in 1055 and three years later was proclaimed Sultan by the Caliph. The Seljuk Sultans never lived in the Caliphs' city which consequently lost its character of the capital of the Persian Empire. It acquired, however, a number of new buildings. Sultan Mclik Shah's famous vizier Nizam-el-Mulk built a madrasah (Koran University) in 1065. This became well known throughout the world and its walls are still standing. The Caliphs had now only spiritual power but they continued to build palaces. Musiaz-hir (1094-1118) surrounded the eastern part of the town, including the royal quarter, by a wall which still enclosed Baghdad in the nineteenth century and is still partly standing. One of the monumental gateways in this wall, the Bal-el-lalisman ("Talisman Gate"), was decorated during the restoration of the city under Caliph Al Nazar in 1221. Above the entrance arch of the gateway is a representation of a human figure, seated and. grasping two dragons, one in each hand. The dragons are arranged symmetrically and their tails arc clecoratively intertwined. This cosmo-magic group was copied hundreds of times all over Asia and it occurs again and again in Western medieval art. As the name of the gateway shows, it was supposed to have some magical power of protection.
In January 1259 the Mongol Khan Hulagu captured Baghdad and the last Caliph, Mustazim, was assassinated with all I he tnrmbcTS of his family. The city was pillaged and set on fire tail Hulagu did what he could to mitigate the destructive trrtr/y of his hordes as he did not wish Baghdad to be destroyed rornplelrly, as so many other cities had been. He even restored several important monuments, and so Baghdad CM-aped complete ruin. The " City of Peace ", with its troubled and often tragic history, is today the capital of Traq.
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